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Wages For 
Wages Against

Laureate Critique, Publishing, Exhibition 2022 
Fondé en 2017 à Genève  

How Are Artists Chosen?, 2023

HOW ARE ARTISTS CHOSEN?
A survey on the Swiss Art Awards by Wages For Wages Against

Wages For Wages Against collective won a Swiss Art Award in 2022 in 
the Critique, Publishing, Exhibition category. Within this framework, but 
independently of the Federal Office of Culture (FOC), we conducted a 
survey among the artists who participated, are considering participat-
ing, or are not participating in the Swiss Art Awards competition. At the 
same time, interviews were conducted with the Chair of the jury as well 
as the Official of the FOC in charge of the Swiss Art Awards.
 While some selection criteria are explicitly stated in the conditions 
of participation, others, either objective or subjective, remain implicit 
or even unconscious and unformulated. These tacit criteria can act 
as psychological and systemic limitations. They unintentionally repro-
duce many behaviors and habits while dismissing certain artists or less 
conventional practices. The goal of this survey is to make transparent 
the selection processes of the competition. We also want to understand 
why some artists do not apply. In a broader sense, we want to rethink 
the founding principles of artists’ support policies. Indeed, the Swiss 
Art Awards function in a similar way to numerous competitions, grants or 
subsidies within the Swiss cultural sector, which punctuate the profes-
sional life of artists and art workers.
 In the following pages, you will find excerpts of the data collected 
from the public survey intended for all artists eligible for the Swiss Art 
Awards, whether they applied or not. Available in 4 languages (German, 
French, Italian and English) and conducted anonymously, the survey was 
released in March 2023. Through 75 questions, it tries to understand the 
selection processes at all stages of the competition, as well as its impact 
on the artist’s career and on a psychological level.
 We are also organizing a workshop open to everyone entitled Let’s 
Shape the Future of the Swiss Art Awards! in the exhibition space. The 
conclusions drawn from this working group will be shared with the FOC, 
in the hope of inspiring reforms aimed at reshaping the Swiss Art Awards 
in a fairer way and offering a less competitive structure.
 Wages For Wages Against (wfwa.ch) is a collective and campaign 
for the fair remuneration of artists in Switzerland, better work condi-
tions, and an alternative economy of the arts, actively fighting all forms 
of discrimination through public debate and collective action. We require 
art organizations to be accountable and transparent to guarantee fair 
practices and equal opportunities in a too often discriminatory context. 
We want to pool our knowledge, recreate common spaces, unveil 
systemic mechanisms, talk about money and competition, regain power 
and governance over issues concerning artists, fairly redistribute public 
money, and counter rather than replicate patterns of domination.
 

Conception & coordination: Tiphanie Blanc & Ramaya Tegegne

Graphic design: Marouchka Payen
Acknowledgements: Léa Fluck & the Swiss Art Awards team, Ghalas 
Charara, Tatiana Rihs, Guillaume Pilet, Raffael Dörig & the members  
of the Federal Art Commission and the Federal Office of Culture. With 
the support of the Republic and canton of Geneva.
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Mohamed 
Almusibli

*1990 Sana’a (YE), travaille à Genève  
A Family * Affair 

Poster réalisé avec Philippa Schmitt 
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Bureaucracy
Studies

Fondé en 2019 à Lausanne  
Project for Issue 3 of the Journal of Bureaucracy Studies
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Johannes 
M. Hedinger

 *1971 St. Gallen, arbeitet in Zürich,  
Tenna und an den Orten seiner Projekte  

What if... 
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Elise 
Lammer

*1982 Lausanne, travaille à Bâle et Genève  
EXEMPLARY AND INNOVATIVE
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PROVENCE

Gegründet in 2009 in Nizza (FR)  
The Award 





D Der Schweizer Kunstwettbewerb umfasst drei Kategorien: Kunst, Architektur und die jüngste, 1991 ins Leben gerufene Kate-
gorie Kunst – und Architekturvermittlung. Diese ermöglicht es auch Kurator/innen, Herausgeber/innen, Forschern, Forscher/innen, 
Kritiker/innen, ihr Können im Rahmen des Schweizer Kunstwettbewerbs zu präsentieren. Die fünf Finalist/innen der Kategorie 
Kunst – und Architekturvermittlung 2023 haben für die Ausstellung Swiss Art Awards erste Konzepte entwickelt. Die Ausarbeitung 
dieser Konzepte wird mit je CHF 1’500.– entschädigt. Das Siegerprojekt erhält – zusätzlich zum Preisgeld von CHF 25’000 – für die 
Realisation ihres Konzeptes in der Ausstellung des Folgejahres weitere CHF 5’000 zugesprochen. Um die reiche und vielfältige 
Praxis des Kuratierens, der Vermittlung und der kritischen Betrachtung aufzuzeigen und dem Publikum näherzubringen, wurde 
speziell für diese Kategorie eine Publikation, Cahiers du SAA, geschaffen. Die diesjährige Zeitung, die Sie gerade in Händen halten, 
präsentiert die Studie How Are Artists Chosen? von Wages For Wages Against, den Preisträger/innen des letzten Jahres. Das 
Kollektiv arbeitete in den letzten 12 Monaten an der Realisierung ihres Projekts, einer Umfrage zu den Bedingungen, unter denen 
Künstlerinnen und Künstler für den Wettbewerb ausgewählt werden. Die Resultate spiegeln die aktuellen Anliegen und Erwartungen 
der 229 Künstler/innen, die den Wettbewerb bereits, oder (noch) nicht, von innen heraus erlebt haben. Unter den diesjährigen Fina-
list/innen Mohamed Almusibli, Bureaucracy Studies, Elise Lammer, Johannes M. Hedinger und PROVENCE entschied sich die Jury, 
bestehend aus der Eidgenössischen Kunstkommission und ihren Expert/innen, für Bureaucracy Studies. Dieses Projekt wird in der 
nächsten Ausgabe des Cahiers zusammen mit dem nächsten Jahrgang der Vermittlerinnen und Vermittler der Swiss Art Awards 
vorgestellt. Bis dahin, viel Spass beim Lesen! 

F Le concours suisse d’art couvre trois domaines : l’art, l’architecture et le plus récent – la médiation artistique et architecturale – initié 
en 1991. Ce dernier permet également aux commissaires d’exposition, aux éditeurs, aux chercheurs, et aux critiques de présenter 
leur savoir-faire dans le cadre du Concours suisse d’art. Les cinq finalistes de la catégorie médiation d’art et d’architecture 2023 ont 
développé des notes d’intention pour l’exposition Swiss Art Awards. L’élaboration de ces concepts est indemnisée à hauteur de 1’500 
CHF chacun. Le projet gagnant se verra attribuer – en plus du prix de 25’000 CHF – 5’000 CHF supplémentaires pour la réalisation de 
son concept dans le cadre de l’exposition de l’année suivante. Une publication, les Cahiers du SAA, a été créée spécialement pour 
cette catégorie afin de montrer et de faire connaître au public la pratique riche et variée du commissariat d’exposition, de la médiation 
et de la critique. Le journal de cette année, que vous tenez entre vos mains, présente l’étude How Are Artists Chosen ? de Wages For 
Wages Against, lauréat de l’année dernière. Le collectif a travaillé au cours des 12 derniers mois à la réalisation de leur projet, une 
enquête sur les conditions dans lesquelles les artistes sont sélectionnés pour le concours. Les résultats reflètent les préoccupations 
et les attentes actuelles d’un panel de 229 artistes qui ont déjà, ou pas (encore), vécu le concours de l’intérieur. Parmi les finalistes 
de cette année, Mohamed Almusibli, Bureaucracy Studies, Elise Lammer, Johannes M. Hedinger et PROVENCE, le jury, composé de 
la Commission fédérale d’art et de ses experts, a choisi Bureaucracy Studies. Ce projet sera présenté dans le numéro suivant des 
Cahiers, en même temps que la prochaine volée de passeuses et passeurs d’art des Swiss Art Awards. D’ici là, bonne lecture !

I Il concorso svizzero d’arte comprende tre categorie: arte, architettura e la categoria più recente, mediazione d’arte e d’archi-
tettura – istituita nel 1991. Quest’ultima permette a curatrici e curatori, editrici ed editori, ricercatrici e ricercatori, critiche e critici di 
presentare le loro competenze nell’ambito del concorso svizzero d’arte. Le cinque finalist e finalisti della categoria mediazione d’arte e 
d’architettura 2023 hanno elaborato le loro proposte per la mostra Swiss Art Awards. Ciascuno di loro ha ricevuto 1’500.00 CHF come 
contributo di produzione. Oltre al premio di 25’000.00 CHF, il premio vincitore riceve 5’000.00 CHF supplementari per la realizzazione 
del suo concetto nell’ambito della mostra dell’anno successivo. La pubblicazione Cahiers du SAA è stata creata appositamente 
per questa categoria con lo scopo di presentare e mettere in luce la ricca e variegata pratica curatoriale, di mediazione e di critica 
d’esposizione. L’edizione di quest’anno, che tenete fra le mani, presenta lo studio How Are Artists Chosen? del collettivo vincitore 
dello scorso anno, Wages for Wages Against. Negli ultimi 12 mesi, WFWA ha lavorato ad un progetto di indagine sulle condizioni di 
selezione al concorso di artiste ed artisti. I risultati riflettono le attuali preoccupazioni ed aspettative di un gruppo di 229 artiste ed 
artisti che hanno già – o non ancora – vissuto le dinamiche interne del concorso. Tra le finaliste ed i finalisti di quest’anno figurano 
Mohamed Almusibli, Bureaucracy Studies, Elise Lammer, Johannes M. Hedinger e PROVENCE. La giuria, composta dalla Commis-
sione Federale d’Arte e da esperti ed esperti, ha selezionato Bureaucracy Studies. Il progetto sarà presentato nella prossima edizione 
dei Cahiers in concomitanza con il prossimo gruppo di candidate e candidati agli Swiss Art Awards. Fino ad allora, buona lettura!

E The Swiss Art Competition covers three areas: art, architecture, and most recently since 1991, artistic and architectural media-
tion. The latter allows exhibition curators, editors, researchers and art critics to present their know-how in the context of the Swiss 
Art Competition. The five nominees for the 2023 Critique, Edition, Exhibition category each developed a presentation of their project 
for the Swiss Art Awards exhibition. Each finalist receives CHF 1,500.– compensation for the development of their concept. The 
winning project will receive, in addition to the CHF 25,000.– prize, CHF 5,000.– for the realisation of their concept in the framework 
of the following year’s exhibition. The Cahiers du SAA is a publication especially created for this category in order to show and 
introduce the rich and multifaceted practices of exhibition curating, mediation and art criticism. This year’s edition that you are 
currently perusing presents the study entitled How Are Artists Chosen? by last year’s winner, Wages For Wages Against. The artistic 
group has spent the last 12 months working on the realisation of their project, a study of the conditions surrounding the nomination 
of artists for this competition. The results of the study reflect the current concerns and expectations of a panel of 229 artists who 
have already – or haven’t (yet) – lived the competition from the inside. From the finalists of this year’s competition that are Mohamed  
Almusibli, Bureaucracy Studies, Elise Lammer, Johannes M. Hedinger, and PROVENCE, the jury, consisting of the Federal Art 
Commission and its experts, has chosen Bureaucracy Studies. The winning project will be presented in our upcoming publication 
of the Cahiers, alongside the next shortlisted group of art mediators for the Swiss Art Awards. Until then, happy reading!
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